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Escher Base

SUMMER TERM 2008

15th April 2008  
Dear Parents,                                      
It is difficult to believe that we have reached the final term of year two already!

The children are all settled now and working hard.  As the term progresses we shall be working in an increasingly formalised way to prepare for the next exciting step to Key stage two. 
Our overall topic this term is ‘Planet Earth’ and in our science we will be looking at life processes and the living things to be found in the school environment. We will be investigating similarities and differences and beginning to classify plants, creatures and their habitats. In our art our drawings are going to be inspired by the wonderful patterns and shapes of nature and we will be using our own collections to create natural collages. Our geography will be focussing particularly on Islands; how they are formed, geographical and human features of islands and the advantages and disadvantages of island life.

Our Literacy begins with a short unit on poetry, riddles, and tongue twisters. We then move on to focus on story writing. This will include an in depth look at ‘The Magic Finger’ by Roald Dahl. We will explore the characters and settings; describe features of Roald Dahl’s literary style and examine the structure of the text. Finally we will try writing a similar story ourselves. After half term we will return to explore more non-fiction texts and learn the important skills of report writing. 

In Numeracy for the first half of this term we will be concentrating on consolidating basic skills in preparation for SATS in mid May. We will be practising multiplication and exploring division. We will also begin to investigate fractions. Children will then be applying these skills in problem solving activities to find halves and quarters of numbers. In measures we will be looking at standard units for measuring length, weight and capacity. After half term we will be refining our skills of telling the time and begin to add and subtract two digit numbers.

P.E. this term begins with field games. We will be practising the skills of throwing and receiving a ball, aiming and striking. After half term we will be practising athletics and preparing for Sports Day. It is essential that children have P.E. kit with trainers at school all the time. Please will you check all kit is named as with such a large class this really helps at changing time!

The whole school SEAL topic this half term is ‘Relationships’ looking at the feelings that are associated with close relationships. Scenarios that explore how we feel when someone is more successful or luckier than us will be examined. This includes feeling jealous or feeling proud on someone else’s behalf. The children will consider feelings of hurt in themselves or in others and how to manage these feelings. 

After half term the whole school theme is ‘Changes’. We will be looking at both developmental change and changes we can introduce in our own lives. We will be promoting a positive approach to ‘Moving On’ and preparing children for the next step in their school lives.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank those parents and grandparents who have helped with reading and numeracy in the class. Your support is much appreciated! Also to everyone for the super work you do with the children in their ‘Home Learning Books’. The children really enjoy showing what they have done. 

Finally, many parents have commented that the new Education City resource is a wonderful aid to supporting their children at home. I would certainly recommend it to everyone! If you would like more details please see Mrs. Roberts in the office.

Please remember that we are always available to talk to you about your child. Feel free to pop in any day after school if you have any concerns.

Best wishes

Rosemary Rees and Sarah Thornton

